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Water
Scarcity and conservation



Water – questions to think about

•How do you use water in your everyday life?
• Make a list of when you use water / when water is needed 

in your day-to-day life.

•Where does the water your drink come from?



What can you tell 
me about rainfall 
in July?



So...if there is so much rainfall in Ireland, 
and we are surrounding by the sea, why 
do we need to conserve water?







Why Ireland experiences water shortages

• Water is vital which makes scarcity a real threat.
• A short spell of dry weather does not cause water 

shortages.
• However, we do need regular rainfall throughout the year 

to build up our water supplies.
• Here are a few reasons why water shortages happen:

• Climate change
• Increasing demand
• Leaking pipes
• Agriculture and industry use



Climate change

• Climate change is leading to more frequent and intense weather 
events, such as flooding and dry spells. 

• This impacts our water resources which can mean we need to put 
restrictions in place.



Increasing 
demand

• For some regions, 
supplies are nearing 
their maximum capacity.

• A growing population in 
Ireland puts more 
demand on our water 
resources.

• By 2044, we expect to 
need around 40% more 
treated water.



Leaking pipes

• About 38% of Ireland’s 
drinking water is lost to 
leaks before it reaches our 
taps.

• The leaks can be in the 
public water 
infrastructure or in private 
homes and businesses.



Agriculture and 
industry use

• Agriculture and 
businesses use 
significant amounts 
of water. 

• Agricultural activities 
are at their peak in 
the summer when 
supplies can already 
be under pressure.



How can you 
conserve water at 

home?



• https://www.water.ie/conservation/home/water-conservation-
calculator/





Water conservation methods













Task: Poster 
competition

• Work in groups to create a 
poster on water scarcity and 
conservation

- Why do we need to conserve 
water

- How can we conserve water

• Winning posters will be 
displayed around the school





Extension activity

• Students research global access to safe drinking water.

• Is it equal around the world?

• Can they see a pattern with places that have access to safe drinking 
water and places that do not?

• What are the reasons for this – human and physical



Access to safe drinking water
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